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On 4/2/16 15 cars met at the Pilot Station in Greeneville, VA for the SVBCC’s annual Ice Chipper Rally. We 
departed at 10AM after our driver and navigator meeting. Everyone had directions making the need to be a 
“bumper magnet” unnecessary.





After the meeting we left at 10AM 
and proceeded down US-11 South 
and made a pit stop at Natural 
Bridge. From there we continued to
Buchannan, VA and turned right 
onto VA-43 to Eagle Rock where 
we had lunch at Maw & Paws 
Diner. 

Diana had called ahead to let them know that about a week’s worth of 
business was coming their way. Upon arrival the staff was prepared for us 
and had roped off a section for us. Indeed we pretty much occupied most 
of the dining area and the service was prompted and friendly. Most folks 
got the hamburger which was advertised as the largest one East of the 
Mississippi River…East of the James, perhaps. However all agreed that 
this was the largest hamburger they ever had. 

After lunch some of us stayed in Eagle Rock and looked at the old train station, ruined bridge across the 
James River that had been built in the 1880’s and the old furnaces. Eagle rock has the last lock of the James 
River Kanawha Canal. At the end of the canal system, transportation was done by rail. Eagle Rock was the 
point of convergence of the Richmond and Alleghany Railroad (soon to be known as the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Railway, and later CSX Transportation) and the Craig Valley Line, which ran on to New Castle, VA. Just North
of Eagle Rock is where the Cow Pasture and Jackson rivers meet to form the James River. This junction is 
slightly South of Clifton Forge and Iron Gate which were the epicenters of iron making in this part of the state.

Closely related to iron making was the lime industry. The first lime kiln in Eagle Rock began operation in 1847.
Limestone is loaded into the top of the kiln and heated to 2200 degrees Fahrenheit to reduce the limestone to 
powdered lime. Lime was used in agriculture, in whitewash and masonry mortar and in iron furnaces where the 
lime bonded with impurities in the ore to form slag, which could be separated from the iron. The limestone was 
quarried nearby and transported to the kilns by a system of cables over the James River until 1880, when a 
bridge was built across the river. The kilns in Eagle Rock ceased operation in 1954.
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After we visited the old furnaces, bridges, and train station some of us went to Jack Mason’s Tavern in Clifton 
Forge while others visited a local winery. After this we all made our own way home.



 


